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                                                                 ONE

EFFORTS OF MORAL ANNEXATION

In Turkey, Ak Hisar is nothing other but ancient Thyatira. At the beginning of the 19th century about 1,500 Greeks and 200 Armenians lived there; in other words a total of 1,700 Christian souls, as many as in Pergamos at the same time. In  contrast, only 150 Greeks were to be found in villages around Sardis as well as 400 Christian families, Greek, too, in the neighbourhood of Ephesus. Besides, there were in Philadelphia some 2,000 Christians, mostly Greeks; but in Laodicea not a single soul professed the faith of Jesus Christ anymore. Nevertheless, Smyrna did exist, an old but still prosperous city, with 38,000 Christian people, namely 30,000 Greeks and 8,000 Armenians.


The mystery of the seven stars…and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches…and the seven candlesticks are the seven churches1. 

The fate of those very churches in Asia Minor is a trauma with long - lasting effects through the whole of Christendom. The golden  candlesticks were cast down and extinguished  the seven churches; but the latter were the cradle of the Christian religion. As a matter of fact, it was in Ephesus that the first violent   eruption of the rabble against the Nazarenes was triggered off; and it is in Smyrna that, in 154, the  Roman authorities burnt  Saint Polycarp alive, the bishop who used to teach the "whole of Asia". In other words, mainly in Asia Minor martyrs paved the way for the prevalence of the Christian faith. And then…while a large part of the world had accepted the Gospel Truth, in those  ancient  churches   Jesus Christ's flock was   very small, actually a minority whose survival was henceforth more than problematic. What could that portend, indeed?

An answer was somehow provided as early as  the rise of the Ottoman Empire; and the very fact that the whole issue affected for the most part Protestants desserves our  attention. Thus, the actions of such an ambiguous personality as Cyril Lucar, a 17th century  Patriarch of Constantinople and a Calvinist, could be regarded as a first step toward the solution  of the enigma. But the strivings either of Lucar or of the people who followed his example proved to be fruitless: Their effort was a kind of personal crusade; and nothing more.   Nonetheless, things begun to change after the Greek Revolution.

In fact, the 1821 - 1829 war took on, in many cases, the appearance of a tragedy. The atrocities on both sides affected  public opinion throughout Europe; and in that way, through tears and blood, the issue of the Seven Churches of Asia Minor emerged once more.

I
The turning point was roughly  1830. The Greek Revolution had ended a year earlier; thus, an independent Christian state was founded in the southern extremity of the Balkans - the first one after several centuries of Ottoman rule. 


That development was a catalyst that had an impact mainly on Smyrna:  thanks to its harbour that city became  the commercial center of the whole hinterland,   gaining more and more in importance. Then suddenly, American missionaries, starting out from the very sites of the Seven Churches, criss - crossed Asia Minor.


How so? European and even more so Asiatic peoples can hardly understand the attitude of mind of those people.   In fact, it was then that the messianic character of the American experience was emerging: America  had the ability to accomplish the betterment, the correction of the whole world. Nevertheless such an achievement would not be violently carried out; on the contrary, new models would be peacefully offered  to weak,  exhausted humanity. In sum, the Americans’ life must seem true to moral maxims… in order eventually to  accomplish the famous  “moral annexation” that  Thomas Woodrow Wilson would later target at
.


But how could  the nations, i.e. the Gentiles, be in a position to be “morally annexed”? Only through a kind of the intellectual brainwash - necessarily implying a moral one; in other words through education; and thus, the dream of the resurgence of the Seven Churches in Asia Minor somehow became  a symbol. Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea were the golden  candlesticks, which were were going to enlighten not merely the  Near East but  the entire world as well. In other words, the task  the American  missionaries assumed then consisted in exerting a fine but strong influence on the Moslems and the Christians of the Near East; and once  this aim was achieved, it was supposed that  the way would be paved for the famous “moral annexation” trumpetted mainly by the American Calvinists.


Education would be, of course, the main field of that – initially peaceful - effort...

II

In the late 19th century, brigands, earthquakes and epidemics made life anything but monotonous for Asia Minor. Nonetheless, an American school was established in Smyrna; and emphasis was given to both the Armenian and Greek character in its enrollment and curriculum. 

As a matter of  fact, Smyrna was then  an international city with a predominant Christian character; so Greek and Armenian was taught in that American school; and the future of both Smyrna and that protestant educational institution was laid down. In other words, the school was clearly a Christian one. The indigenous people nonetheless  did not  fully appreciate the scope and aim of this activity; and local clergymen, Orthodox and Gregorian, in some cases proved  to be  ready to riot. As a result  in 1887, ominous and sarcastic  the - allegedly - bloodthirsty Red Sultan of Turkey, Abdul Hamit II,  sent an encyclical to be read in every  Smyrna church: "…People [namely his Christian subjects] should live in peace, in the [true] spirit of Christianity"
. 
All the above was borne out; but in August 1914 the First World War broke out. 

TWO

THE WARS

 In the first half of the year 1914, Greece was thriving - a striking exception in her Modern History. In point of fact, the tiny kingdom founded after the end of the 1821 Revolution had been  for decades sunk in despondency. All efforts to effect actual he Megaloidea, i.e. the reconstitution of a Christian Empire in the Near East with Constantinople as its capital, had proved  fruitless. Poverty kept escorting Greeks; and perpetual frustration was the main reason for a wave upon wave of emigration, mainly  to Asia Minor and America.


And suddenly…everything changed. In the 1912 - 1913 Balkan Wars, Greek troops crushed first the Turks  and then the Bulgarians. The new borderline now reached  far into    Epirus and  in Macedonia. Greece  henceforth did have both military traditionalism and glory; and in their persons both king Constantine and Eleutherios Venizelos seemed to ensure the future of the Greeks. The former was the  generalissimo of the Greek armies during the Balkan Wars; and the latter, prime minister at that time,  proved to have unparalleled diplomatic skills.


But as so often happens in  human life, the days to come were going to thwart  previous plans.

I

That hot 1914 summer was a  special one, indeed:  Europe seemed idyllic, when suddenly the whole continent became resounded to  the sound of the shots fired in Serajevo. Archduke Ferdinand, the crown prince of Austria - Hungary was dead – as was peace.

In Athens, as soon as the war began,  the sovereign and the head of the government were in perfect agreement: the country should remain neutral.   Of course, neither the king nor the prime minister definitely excluded all possibility of Greece's entry into the war, if reason of State should demand it; but from here on the prime minister's views and those of the king diverged. In fact, according to Venizelos, France, Britain and Russia (protective Powers of Greece from the late 1830’s
), were Greece’s natural allies; as a result, it was impossible for  her not to  take the side of the Entente Powers in the end.  


The king regarded matters slightly  differently. He could hardly  be regarded as a friend of the Central Empires
; nevertheless, because of his own way of thinking, he  stubbornly remained undecided between the two adversarial camps. He would not allow Greece to go to war against the Central Empires unless he had substantial guarantees from the Entente Powers; and he would never let his country  take the side of Germany, except under the circumstance of Greece being attacked by the her enemies.


Nonetheless, the crux of the dispute was Asia Minor. Greece’s entry into the war would imply the sending of the  Greek army to the eastern littoral of the Aegean Sea -  and far deeper into Anatolia; and that meant the borderline of Greece would be open, in the North, to any attack
. In other words, Greece, in order to be a strong naval, Mediterranea Power,  should abandon her Balkan rôle. Needless to say, king Constantine was adamant in rejecting such a perspective. Venizelos on the other hand, being  convinced the Entente Powers would be the victors,  believed  that Greece was being  given a unique chance to solve once and for all her national problems – even getting rid of her Balkan identity. Thus he first disagreed with and afterwards  broke off relations with the king. Nevertheless, the point of no return was the year 1916. In fact, it is then  that  Venizelos crossed the Rubicon…and thus he gave rise to the Greeks' national divide.
II

Eleutherios Venizelos was born, in 1864, in Mourniés, a village near Canea, those days the capital of Crete; in other words  he appeared on the scene, when the island was still under  Ottoman sovereignty; and it was his father, Kyriakos,  who had the greatest influence upon his character. 

Kyriakos Venizelos was merely an ironmonger by trade in Canea, but   he had a strong personality.  Though mainly self - taught he was well  educated and of course he hoped his son would be given a solid education  (in trade matters for the most part). Nonetheless, as far as Kyriakos' forefathers are concerned, only suppositions are permitted. There is however some reliable testimony that he was an Armenian from Asia Minor; and after a long series of adventures in Anatolia and in Greece he disembarked in Canea in the days of the Crimean War (1853 - 1856)
.

Far more important was the fact that upon his arrival in Crete he was already a naturalized Greek; thus his son was a  Greek citizen "by birth"
; and thus the very name Eleutherios Venizelos consequently became  a beacon  in Modern Greek History. Eleutherios went to school first in Canea and afterward in Syros and in Athens; and being a very intelligent boy, he had already at the age of sixteen successfully finished his secondary education. Subsequently,  in October 1881, he enrolled in the Law School of the University of Athens. 

He obtained the ptychion
 as late as 1887, for his father's death in 1883 had left  him in sole charge of the Canea  shop. Ostensibly he kept running that business but in reality he  intended to do further studies in Germany, a Mecca in those days for  Greek jurists. But then he suddenly met his future wife, fell in love with her… and accordingly  changed his plans: he settled in Canea and  became a lawyer.
He became renowned overnight; and when in August 1909 a military coup was triggered in Greece, he seemed to be the "Chosen" one to carry out the reforms  Greece so desperately needed in those  days. As a result, the junior Army officers who then had the real power summoned him to Athens; and  Venizelos disembarked in  Piraeus
 in early September 1910. Shortly after that he formed his first  government .

III

"No more square pegs in round holes"; this  maxim  was heralded and  scrupulously observed during the  first Venizelos administration (1910 - 1915). Thus it came about for  the first time in the  Modern History of Greece that appointments were filled only by people fit to occupy them.


Alas for Greece it was to be the last time, too; in any case, that fruitful lapse of time  (and mainly the first two years) was long enough  to ready the country  for the Balkan Wars…and their aftermath. In fact, as early as 1913, Greece  was no longer  powerless; she was henceforth a Power, a peripheral one but nonetheless a  real one; and it was in those days  that the First World War broke out.


 Venizelos, when his opinions clashed with the views of  the king, fled from Athens to Salonica and assumed the presidency of a "provisional government"; and  in 1917 it was king Constantine's turn to flee from the Greek capital not to  Salonica but to Switzerland. That same year Greece officially took the side of the Entente Powers; but by a strange twist of fate the war she entered so late was to last for her only until 1922.


However, in November 1918 the Great War was over in Europe; and the year after  the famous treaty between the victors and the vanquished Germany was signed in Versailles, near Paris. Thomas Woodrow Wilson, the President of the United States, was universally acclaimed as arbiter mundi.   And then something very strange happened: Venizelos managed to win Wilson's trust to such a degree that the diplomats of Europe could no longer understand anything of what  was going on.


In actual fact, Wilson gave the appearance of not being not at all disposed to meet Venizelos. In vain the latter begged and cajoled the President to recognize and to heed  the rights Greece had to the  territories of the defeated countries. He had submitted a memorandum to the Big Four (i.e. the USA, France, the UK and Italy); nevertheless he wished "ardently" to give Wilson "some oral explanations".


In the end, Wilson decided  to get rid of him politely; so he assented to his request for a meeting; and some days later  Venizelos was summoned to the President's office. He complied in a hurry; by no means did he feel a pariah. He was determined to fight for his country; and he had already chosen his battle tactics.

He waited patiently in the anteroom; and after the watchdogs gave him permission, he came face to face with the arbiter mundi. Wilson received him coolly, even haughtily: "I read your memorandum. Do you have something to add?"


He was committing a fatal mistake; for Venizelos, a former Greek lawyer and the son of an allegedly Armenian trader, had long before prepared his performance (perhaps the best one in  his  life). He adopted therefore a quite pathetic stance and, with his right hand on his chest, he began reciting his rôle: "Never, but  never, Mr President,  would I dare to waste your valuable time on such parochial matters. No! I am not here in the interest of my country but for the sake of the League of Nations. I have some ideas in mind. Would you like to hear what I have to say?"


Touché! The pathos of Venizelos' comedy overwhelmed the President of the United States, seeing that (sentimentally speaking) the League of Nations
 was the latter's  Achilles heel. It was in that way that Venizelos found not only a key to Wilson's heart but also the path towards the satisfaction of his country's claims; for Wilson henceforth turned into an enthusiastic advocate of Greek interests. And on April 29th, 1919, the President of the United States as well as Georges Clemenceau and David Lloyd George, i.e. the French and British prime minister respectively, mandated the Greek army to occupy Smyrna.  Venizelos immediately cabled   the news to the Greek Foreign Ministry; and as he was in a state of great excitement, he pencilled in the bottom of the telegram: Vive la Nation!


It was then his time to commit a crucial error; for on the very day the Smyrna mandate was given to Greece the Big Four were merely three; the Italian prime minister, Vittorio Emanuele Orlando, was temporarily not willing to take part in deliberations (and machinations). In other words, the occupation of Smyrna by Greek troops had not got Italian approval. Moreover during the very days the Greeks disembarked in Smyrna, Mustafa Kemal fled from Constantinople to Anatolia in order to organize an armed uprising against the partition of  Turkey.


Both events were loaded with consequences; as far as Venizelos' Ionian Vision was concerned, the countdown had already begun.
IV
And thou shalt be thrust down to hell…Between 1919 and 1920, Turkey was the first to be thrust down to hell; then it was the turn of the Greeks. 


In May 1919, Greek troops occupied Smyrna; and the year after the peace treaty between the Allied Powers
 and Turkey was signed at Sèvres, near Paris. Greece acquired Eastern Thrace
 (practically as far as the gates of Constantinople) and the Archipelago islands
. Ottoman sovereignty was maintained merely in Asia Minor; nevertheless,  an independent Kurdistan was to be created there (Armenia  being regarded as already existing); but the most important of all  was that the Smyrna district was transferred to Greece, though  such an important harbour was to remain for some years under the sultan's suzerainty.  As a matter of fact, a plebiscite was scheduled to be held there in the mid 1920’s; and the population could  decide that way whether the Smyrna district would be annexed to Greece or not. 


In brief, in the opinion of many  it was clear that  the famous Megaloidea had been finally achieved. Though Constantinople was still the capital of the Ottoman territories, a major Christian State had been established in the Near East. The blue and white Greek flag henceforth flew on both  littorals of the Aegean Sea; and according to Venizelos' hopes and beliefs, it seemed therefore that Lethe
 was to prevail in the tragedy of the political life of Modern Greece.


Alas for all these hopes! Anybody with a talent for observation might have discerned some dark pointers in this matter of the Sublime Porte's demise. First of all, the President of the United States was no longer in Europe. Of course, in accordance with his own wishes, the League of Nations Covenant had become an integral part of the treaty of Sèvres ; but this was nothing more than a beau geste.  Wilson had left Europe in September 1919; and once he had returned to the States, he was struck down by apoplexy and segmental paralysis; and he died in 1924
. Ipso facto American direct involvement in  Near Eastern affairs was over   (temporarily).


At this time, the Turkish nationalist movement, under Mustafa Kemal's leadership, was gaining more and more in importance; simultaneously Kemal was becoming quite vitriolic vis-à-vis the sultan, then merely a tool of the Allies. Henceforth, he was a thorn in the flesh for the victors of the First World War; and the British and French commanders - in - chief had even stated that it was impossible to subdue him militarily.  Then Venizelos committed another blunder: he declared the Greek army capable of gaining  the upper hand in Anatolia; in other words, Greece had no need of the Allies' aid…

IV

He was terribly mistaken. As a matter of fact, though the Asia Minor Moslems were exhausted after eight years of practically uninterrupted war
, nevertheless, they still outnumbered the Christian indigenous populations by 3 to 1
; and once the Greeks disembarked in Smyrna they proved to be ready to rise up in arms against them. Why so? First of all, because the footholds gained in Anatolia by the French, the British and the Italians would most probably be evacuated some day. But the Greeks had come to stay; they would never give up the Asia Minor regions they had managed to gain unless by force of arms
. Moreover, the very day the Greek army landed in Smyrna, serious incidents had been taking place there in sight of the Allied war vessels anchored in the port to see the occupation properly carried out. A Greek detachment went to the konak, i.e. Government House; the governor, a fairly  moderate personality, was hauled out to the quay, and, under the threat of bayonets, made to cry (in Greek): Zito o Venizelos
 ; moreover his fez and dress were torn and he himself made to march up and down the quay for hours
. In the meantime, another detachment headed for to the barracks. It seems that the Greeks opened fire at once, taking by no means into account the fact that the Ottoman unit had already surrendered. All the Turks, officers and privates, were dragged out, mistreated, forced to cry the famous slogan: Zito o Venizelos and so on. Those who refused were tortured and killed either by soldiers or by native Christians. Hundreds of Moslems were slaughtered then and there
; the sea red with their blood; and the Allied ships remained idle
. Thus the Greek campaign in Asia Minor rapidly turned into a struggle for existence between two nations. One land, two peoples; and for both a prosperous survival would be the prize of  victory out  of bloodshed.

Belatedly Venizelos realized the deadlock…and promptly tried to react: Proceedings were begun at once under a court martial. Two colonels of the Greek army were asked to resign their commissions; another one was subjected to forty days rigorous imprisonment and subsequent dismissal. Moreover, the civilians  involved in the riots were put on trial; three Greeks were executed, and  the remainder sentenced to long terms of imprisonment
. But nothing could change the harsh reality: the treaty of Sèvres had so far been   a success only on paper and could be enforced only by means of a long and tortuous war
; as a result, the prime minister decided to renew his mandate; the  elections took place on the 1st of  November, 1920; they were a Venizelist crushing defeat: The Greek people clearly rejected the Asia Minor peripeteia.  Venizelos fled the country; and a couple of weeks later a referendum was held. The results were easily foreseeable: king Constantine was panegyrically re - established on his throne.
V

Nobody knows to this day why the new administration in Greece preferred to continue with the war. As a matter of fact, neither the king nor the government seemed to have illusions about the campaign in Asia Minor which they justly regarded as a Venizelist ploy; only the prime minister, Demetrios Gounaris, was stubbornly in favour of the war
. But he was considered  as merely the tool and by no means one among the workmen
. And so, the military operations went on…


…While the Kemalist resistance was becoming fiercer in Anatolia. İsmet pasha, Kemal's alter ego, twice stopped the Greek advance at İnönü, a village whose the name would later be İsmet’s own, too
.  Excited, the nationalist leader sent his friend, follower (and disciple) a laconic message: "Υou defeated not only the foe but our Nations's misfortune, too". He proved to be right: a couple of months later, in July  1921, a Council of War was held, on the Greek side,  under the presidency of the king. D. Gounaris insisted that the Turks should be pursued across the Sakkaria river and Ankara, the Kemalists’ capital, captured. The king, though reluctant, actually consented
. Nonetheless, the Greek army failed to capture Ankara that critical 1921 summer; and afterwards the entire front, for almost a year, became strangely quiet: no news at all reached either Smyrna or Athens.

The case of Mustafa Kemal was (somehow) like that of Venizelos; both were born outside  the very heartland of their respective countries.  Salonica was Kemal's birthplace; and it was there that he was nicknamed Kemal by his professor in Mathematics. As a matter of fact, that teacher was the first to grasp his exceptional abilities  and to foresee his future rôle as a Nation Builder
.

He was born in 1881; his parents were poor; consequently, he chose soldiering as the career  most suitable to a good Ottoman patriot without means. As early as  the 1920’s it was rumoured that his forefathers had been not Turks but Slavs
 converted to Islam; it matters little, for he was the one who at such a  turning point as the end of the Great War was able to embody the very conscience of the Turkish people. 

In  1902 he was already an officer in the Ottoman army; but at the same time he found the way to being worthy of   the name Atatürk, Father of the Turks. However, the most important days in his entire career seem to have  been the last ones of that August of 1922
 -  i.e. the very days in which the fall of Smyrna was achieved by the Turkish Nationalist troops. 

As a matter of fact, the Greek army had collapsed in mid August. The retreating troops however then directed their energies to destruction and extermination. The most important towns in Western Asia Minor were burnt; and needless to say the Christian populations followed the Greek troops in a huge, lamentable Exodus
.  

Nobody knows so far who had issued the awful destruction orders; nonetheless, İsmet  pasha, the Turkish Commander – in – Chief of the Western Front, a man usually calm and restrained, was now in a towering rage; thereupon he threatened to shoot dead every Greek officer captured by the advancing Nationalists. It was an irony that among the first to be caught was the major-general Nicholas Tricoupis, the freshly appointed commander-in-chief of the beaten Greek army,  and a descendant of Charilaos Tricoupis, an eminent 19th century statesman
.  The captured Greek general was not actually put to death by the furious Turks; a note was nonetheless sent by the latter to the League of Nations that ominously read as follows: Turkey declines all responsibility for consequences that may arise from these terrible provocations
. Some days later the Greek authority was abolished in Smyrna; its personnel fled to Greece. Finally, on the night of August 27th   the Greek men - of - war weighed anchor. The main port of Asia Minor was henceforth an open town; and on the 28th of August, the city of Smyrna was fully occupied by the Turkish troops.

 In the beginning everything seemed to be normal; but during the night of August 30th, a fire broke out in the Armenian quarter; and during the days that followed almost the entire city was burnt down. Even today nobody knows who started the fire and what for.  At any rate, sweet were those August and September nights by the Aegean sea; but nonetheless Smyrna had been  turned into a gateway to hell under the silent guns of the French, English and American war vessels still anchored in Smyrna bay. The atrocities carried out then  should be regarded as mere reprisals  for  the  “May days” of three years earlier. Nonetheless,  the point at issue  was whether, out of this modern version of the Apocalypsis, a new status quo could emerge in Asia Minor.
THREE

… THE OWL BEATS THE DRUM ON THE ARCH…

Messieurs, c'est la paix! In this way Venizelos announced to the journalists in Switzerland  the agreement of all the Parties concerning the terms of a new treaty, which was going to replace that of Sèvres. The Lausanne treaty concluded after hard negotiations, in late July 1923, reflected the - seemingly - hopeful end to years and years of  wars and convulsions and tried to crystallize a new situation in the whole area of the Near East. In point of fact, the Turks were anxious, for they knew that in case of  hostilities being repeated, they would have to do not only to the Greek army but even to the British Navy and, most probably, the Americans who, regardless of their administrations, would back the British. In this manner they assented to sign the treaty; which is how hey accepted the Greek rule over the Eastern islands of the Archipelago – in other words they capitulated on all that had soured  Graeco – Turkish relations from the very end of the First Balkan War.

Greek “resistance to Asia” is often harped on
 ; but in the case of the 20th century peripeteia in Asia Minor  this makes no sense at all : for  in 1919 the Greeks invaded Asia  and by no means vice versa. The very fact that in those dramatic 1922 days the retreating Greek army could easily slip away and avoid being captured (as a whole) by the Turks might be regarded as some  evidence of the Kemalists’ sincerity: they wanted merely a free homeland for themselves; and nothing more.  In other words, during the aftermath of the First World War the Greeks and the Turks were nothing but, in turn, cat’s-paw and victims; for the situations they had then to face were deeply rooted in the centuries…and Religion was the crux of the whole problem. 

Undoubtedly other parameters did exist. Which ? Northern Iraq’s oil   for instance, i.e. the oil of the Mosul area, bitterly disputed in the 1920’s betweem Ankara and London
. Nonetheless, the Asia Minor issue has a somewhat metaphysical character which was revealed shortly before the Second World War thanks to Josef Holzner in his Paulus
. That book was essentially a response to the thesis, most fashionable in those years, about the Christian faith having being corrupted by the ‘Apostle of the Gentiles’
. Nonetheless, Holzner managed firmly  to put on the table the message believed previously to have been given by the Revelation of Saint John. If Babylon in The Apocalyptic Text be regarded as the pagan Rome
, which inevitably would fall owing to her cruelty and corruption
, then the enumeration of the Seven Stars of Asia, i.e. the Seven early Churches of Asia Minor, as well as the advice and admonitions to their bishops must be considered to be warnings. The Seven Stars of Asia, i.e. the  most central part of  the Christian faith’s cradle, would be extinguished because of the sins  committed there by both clergy and laity; and the most heinous of these sins were the awful acts of heresy perpetrated in the Asian churches
. In brief, the domination of Islam in Asia should be regarded as a castigation of sinful, hypocritical Christians. And of course, all this spilled over into politics.

Theodore Kolokotronis for instance, the generalissimo of the Greek troops in the Morea during the 1821 – 1829 revolution against the Sublime Porte; John Metaxas, a brilliant officer and the very soul of the Greek General Staff during the Balkan Wars and the first stages of WW I; and king Constantine, too – all were unshakeable in their loathing for any expansion, any peripeteia in Asia Minor
. And if finally king Constantine half-heartedly adopted the idea of a Greek military advance to Ankara, he betrayed in so doing  the people’s mandate; for the Greeks rejected in the 1920 elections the Megaloidea as a whole. And last but not least : the Greek people, though rejecting through the 1920 elections result the Venizelos’ Ionia Vision and therefore  declining any responsibility as far as the continuation of the conflict with Turkey was concerned, was ended up  impaled on the horns of a dilemma; i.e. either to continue the war or to turn down any prospect of creating once more a Christian Empire in the Near East. His ineffectiveness in finding a solution was a decisive factor in the 1922 catastrophe that befell Greece.   

The Constantinopolitan Patriarchate on the other hand, espoused, from 1918 on, the warlike aspirations of the venizelist  régime and  manu militari tried to find a solution to the Asia Minor’s eschatological – and subsequently political - questions
. It is noteworthy therefore that the Patriarch Meletius IV Metaxakis, elected shortly after the 1920 political change in Athens made a major effort  (before the Greek débâcle) to forge a union between the Greek Orthodox Church and the American Episcopalians
.  The American – Orthodox Church that emerged from such a union would achieve the restoration of the Seven Stars of Asia through the reinforcement of the Graeco – British intervention in Asia Minor. It was clearly a literal approach to the Seven Churches’ issue.
But these efforts remained fruitless; and Chrysostom, the metropolitan of Smyrna in the summer of 1922, preferred to die than to flee to Greece. He kept his faith to he Him who is the first and the last and who told : be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life
. And so,  in the  palaces of the Christian emperors   and archons the owl beats the drum to-day and the spider acts [as] the usher…
Are we in a  vergente mundi verspere, like the early Christian Church in Europe was believed to be? In other words, are we witnessing  the decline of  Western Civilization, as Oswald Spengler  predicted several decades ago? In the view of the Calvinists always having the upper hand particularly in the United States, the 1921 failure of the Greek armies to capture Ankara is nothing more than a prologue to the failure of  America’s messianic role
 and therefore most probably  a prelude to our world’s end . Obviously, one cannot be dogmatic about this; but even  so, this  will be the end of  corruption and oppression (as the current eruption of violence clearly shows); and thus mankind  can embark on  the building  of a hopefully better  world… 
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� Theodore Kolokotronis, Διήγησις συμβάντων της Ελληνικής Φυλής από τα 1770 έως τα 1836. Εισαγωγή – ευρετήριον – επιμέλεια Τάσου Αθ. Γριτσόπουλου (= Memoirs, 1770 – 1836. Edited by Tassos Gritsopoulos), Athens, 1981, pp.XXIII – XXIV; see also the  proclamation delivered by the king Constantine to the Greek people on November 28, 1920. (Édouard Driault, Le roi Constantin [Versailles, 1930], p.264.); and  the Memoirs of H.R.H. Prince Christopher of Greece (London: Hurst and Blackett, 1938 [ninth impression], 1938), p.172: … an insane war with nothing to justify it…


� Kemal Pascha, Der Weg zur Freiheit, op.cit., pp.1 – 2.


� B. Bareilles, op.cit., pp.100 – 102.


� The Revelation of Saint John the Divine, 2, 10.


� As far as the main aspect of the Messianic rôle of the U.S.A. is concerned, see mainly Peter Grose, Israel in the mind of America (New York: Schocken Books, 1984), pp.9 ff. passim.





64
1

